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Dear Friends: 

 
Together, we did it. 

 
In the face of a $456 million shortfall this budget year, we were able to ensure that SEEK funding 

– the covenant that we have with our children and their futures - was not cut. Moreover, we limited cuts 
to higher education to only 2 percent, while other areas of government were cut more significantly. 
 

Nothing is more important than the education of our children. And with this budget agreement, we 

demonstrated our steadfast commitment to our children. We know that their success in school will ensure 
that Kentucky can - and will be - competitive in a 21st century economy. But we also know that their 
success tomorrow depends upon our ability to continue investments in their education today. 

 
Because of your work, and your willingness to reach out to legislators and advocates across the 

state, we sent a strong message that education is our top priority. While other states are slashing 
budgets, including education, we worked across party lines to preserve the lifeblood of our educational 

system – the SEEK formula. 
 

I want to thank you for your efforts and your commitment to our children. Our work together, I 

believe, provides an important model for the efforts we must undertake in the future to enhance the 
educational experience of all Kentucky children. 
 

As you probably know, as challenging as this year’s budget has been, the outlook for next year 

may be even more daunting.  Virtually every expert believes that next year’s budget shortfall will be 
larger. That looming deficit poses greater threats to our ability to fund basic services, including education, 
as well as our capacity to make critical investments in the future. 
 

While my commitment to education is unshakable, your support and your commitment in the 
coming months will be vital.  We’ll face daunting fiscal challenges and also conduct a comprehensive 
review of the reforms that have made such a positive difference in the lives of so many Kentucky children. 

We’ll move forward with a task force that is focusing on the importance of early childhood education, and 
we’ll work with university presidents and others to try to make college more affordable and accessible to 
more young Kentuckians. 
 

We’ve seen what we can accomplish when we work together. I look forward to seeing what we can 
do together in the future. With your support, and your commitment, I’m confident of our success.  

 
Sincerely, 

                                                            
                      Steven L. Beshear 
               

                                                                                        

 


